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{ the parsha &%

&'ef means "See!* 35 in the opening verse of our
Farsha: “Seel fany giving to you waay a blessing and
& cursa.”
whal, exactly, is the Torah demarding, i asking us to
“sea” God's blessings and cursesd

Jo Py roadly speaking, a person’s chsasvance of the
Bpren:epts of Judaism could fall nto one of three
catapnries:

al Pfain obedience. Atthis level. a person iz willinz 1o
cbsarve the mitzios beczuse he is sware of 3 Higher

3 Authority, However, his abservance is nor inspired by an
anderstanding or appraciation of the Torah; Fe simply
“accepts the voke of heaven.”

b.} imteilectval agpreciation. A hgher level is where a
persan not onky observes the srecepts of the Toczh oot of

1{p ceference 1o a Higher Authority. but he alsa has an
intefleciual appreciztion of the importance of nbserving

-

the mitzvns, and he understands the rewards that
mitzvak-ohservance brings.

However, even Its person has not vet reached
perfection. For intellectual conviction alore—whi's
immensely powerful-still leaves roam tg explore other
averuss, <o it does not cepresent an  absolute
commitment. .

Thus, the highest level of mitzvah obsarvancs is;

chVisign, Atthis level, one deas not me-ely aporeciate
the value of Veepmg the Torah s precepts, one sees L .
L& TRe necessty and posiive resalts of e the
mitzyos BECOME a3 clear and selievident =5 seeing 4 .
shrvsical object Wilh one's eyes.

AR s this o TeveTwhieh our Parsha commands—
and spisitaally aripowers—avery lew to reach, with the

wongds:, “See! | am gwing W0 Y ou essing gond!
4qupse” X

iRasad o0 Sickas Shakbos Parshas Ge'sh 5743

On the first word of this verse, Reaih, Tbn Ezra comments: “He

{Moshe} is talking to each one individually "

Although Moshe was speaking t

o the entire Jewish people, he

started off in the singular to tell everyone that they should listen to

what he had to say as if he were

speaking to him alone, When

[psomeone is delivering a lecture or giving a class, it is easy to think,
"“He is speaking to everyone clse here. 1 don’t have to take what he
says seriously since he is not really directing his words to me.” But

this is an error. The way to grow

from lectures and classes is to

view the words of the Speaker as if they were directed only to you
¢ Try it out. The next.time you are in an audience listening to :

inspiring words tell yourself, “The speaker has me in mind. Let me |

see how I can utilize what he says for self-improvement.” '

A friend of mine was visiting relatives in a certain city 1ar away

from his home. He wanted to speak

]Q’ synagogue about Jewish education.
wanted ta say was quite sharp and t
When he shared his

apprehensions with

to the congregation of the local

But he was afraid that what he
he listeners might be offended.
tite Rabbt of the

synagogue, he was told, “Don't worry. With my congregation you

can .say_anyvthing vou want. They

are Yenemires.”

ol “I've heard of Yemenites, but what do you mean bv Yenemites?”’

asked my friend.

“I mean_ that regardless of what vou will sdy everyone will

as-sm_nc:ma_t you are referring to someone else, They will each think
) . - . . . T —
that you are talking to yemem (which is Yiddish for ‘the other

flﬂp one’).” explained the Rabb;-

Sure’ enough, after my friend delivered a powerful iccture,

someone came over to hun and said. “That was really wonderful
the way you spoke. So and so rzally needed to hear what you had

ta sav.” So certain was he that the
{ that he failed to relate the message t
had a strong peed to hear.
oY

- DI N oroy |

lecture was directed to others,
o himself, which he personally
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